vo6o. K. .Henrya. Boners preface agynft wintchefbers boskes. Obedienceto Magiftrates.

q The Preface of Edmund Boner Archdeacon of
Leycefter prefixed before Stephen Gardiners
booke, De obedientia.

Boers preface Or afmuch as fome there be, nodoubt (as the judgements of
berore Winchef- © men be alwaies variable) which thinke the controuerfic which
ters booke of 0 is betweene the Kings rotall Maieftie, and the Bithop of Rome
bedience, confiftechin this point, for that his Maieftie hath taken the moft
excellent and moft vertuous Lady Anne towife, which invery
Qucene Anne deedeis farre otherwife, and nothing fo :to the intente therefore
= * thar all true harty funourers of the Gofpellof Chrift, whichhate
not,but loue the tristh, may the more fully vaderftand the chiefe
point of the controuerfie,and becaufe they fhall not be ignoraunt
what is the whole voice and refolute determination of the beft
and gresteft learned Bithops,with all the nobles and commons of
The doftrineof England, notonly in that caufe of Matrimony, but 2lfo in defen-
the Gofpell. ding the do¢trine of the Gofpell : heere thall be publifhed the Q_
ration of the Bifhop of Winchefter (a man excellently learned in
all kinde of learning) entituled DE VEXA OBEDIENTIA,
sfe h°‘"[", thefe ¢t ic, concerning true obedience. But as touching this Rithops
clawbackes can o 0 braifes, there fhall be nothing fpoken of me at this time,
clung togeather VP > o€ .
intth ondin Dotonly becaufe they are infinite,but becaufe they are farre bet-
falfeheod, and  terknowne to all Chriltendome, then becommeth me heereto
alto fathidthé- makerehearfall. And as for the Oration it felfe (whichasitis
felues tothc  moft learned,fo it is moft elegant) to what purpofé fhould I make
worldandthe  3ny words ofit, fecing it praifeth it felfe inough, and fecing good
timeprefent,  oine needeth no tauerne buthe to veter it > But yet in this Orati-
on, whofoeuer thou art, moft %cntlc Reader, thou fhalt befide o-
ther mutters,fee it notably and learnedly handled of what impor-
taunce, and how inuincible the power and excellencie of Gods
truchis ¢ which asit may nowand thenbe greﬂ'cd of the enemies,
{o it can not pofsibly be oppreffed and darkened ufter fuchforze,
The contesteof Dutit feweth it felfe againe atlength, more glorious and more
Winchefters  welcome. Thou fhalt fee alfo touching obedience,that it is fubiect
bookeDe vera  to truth,and what is to be iudged true obedience. Befides this,of
obedientia, mens traditions,which for the moft parte, be moft repugnaunt a.
The ki“.gf:‘m“‘ gaintt the truth of Gods law. And there by ;]he way, k:{c fpeaketh
FLage wit of the Kings f1id hichnes mariage,which by the ripe iudgemente,
Queene Aune. authoririeg:md priuoiledge of thcgmoﬂ and };;rincipexll Vouerfities
of the world, and then with the confent of the whole Church of
Supremehead.  England, he contracted with the moft excellent, and moft noble
Lady Queene Anne. After that, touching the Kings Maicties
title,as perteining to the fispreme head of the Church of England,
Laftly of all, of the falfe pretenced fupremacie of the Bithop of
Rome in the Realme of England,moft iuftly abrogated : and how
all other Byfhops being felowlike to himin their funttion, yea
and in fome points sboue himwithin their owne prouinces,were
before time bound to the King by their othe. :

But be thou moft furcly perfivaded of this. good Reader, that
Borner kneve the Bithop of Romne,if there were no caufe elfebut _onely this ma-
wvell what nioge riuge,would eafely content himfelfe,fpecially haning fo me good
fell wonld beft  morfell or other geven him to chaw vpon. Butwhes he feeth fo
pleate his father mighty a King,being aright vertuous and g great learned Prince,
of Rome,& that fo gncerely and fo hartely fauour the Gofpell of Chritt, and per-
mony &bribes  ceineth the yearely and great pray(yc fo Ia:ge apray,that itcame
wouldfoouc ¢ o much Wmoft as all the Kings reventes) frapped out of hys

Mens traditons.

The Bifhop of
Roomes preten.
{ed fupremacy,

floppe his S . .
molz}:hc. hands, and thathe can nolonger C)chcxfc his tyri.llnn}zl 1Lx_thc ergs
* Sceing thou Maiefties Realme (% alas heeretofore, too crueilan ftter) nor
knewedt the make lawes 45 he hath done many to the contumelie and reproch

Popetobe fuch ofthe Maieftie of God,which is euident that he hath done in time
acuelltirant,  paft, vader the title of the Catholicke Church, and the authoritic
why then of Peter and Paule, (when notwithitanding he was a very raue~
:Z‘:‘;.ﬂcﬁfhou ning Wolfe,drefledin fheepes clothing, calling h{mfelfe thefer-
kaowleds ot be. uaunt of feruzunts) to the great damage of the Chrilten common
comehis flaugh- wealth : heere, heere began all the mifchiefe, thereof rofe thefe
ter man? difcords,thefe deadly malices, and fo great and terrible buftling.
Forif it were not thus, could any man beleeue thar this Iuppiter

of Olympus(which falfely hath arrogated vnto himfelfe an abfo-

Iute power without controlment) woulde haue wroughtfo dili-

gently by all meanes pofsible, to ttirre vp all other Xings and

Princes fo traiteroufly againt this fo good and godly and fo true

a Gofpellike Prince, as he hath done > Neyther let it moue thee

(gentle Reader) that Winchefter did not before now, apply to

this opinion, for he himfelfe in this Oration fheweth the caufe,

why he did it not. And if he had {ayd neuer a word,yet thou kno-

welt well what a witty part it is fora man to fufpend his iudge-

mente, and not to be too rath in geuing of fentence.Itisanolde

Wint,wryteth  fayd fawe : Mary Magdalene profited vs lefle in her quicke be-
again ¢ the pope licfe that Chrift was rifen;then Thomas that was longerin doubr,
withaduifed A man may rightly calihim Fabius, that with his aduifed taking
adgement, of leafure, reftored the matter, Albeit I fpeake not this as though
Winchefter had not boulted out this matter fecretly with hym-

felfe before hand(for he without doubt tried it out long ago)but

that running faire and foftly, he woulde firfte with his paynefull

ftudy, plucke the matter out of the darke , although of it felfe it

was cleare enough, but by reafon of fondry opinions, it was

lapped vp in darkenes, and then did he debate it wittely too and

fro, and fo atlalt afier long and great deliberation had in the

matter, becaufe there is no better counteller then leafureand

time, he would refolutely with his learned and c6fummate iudge.
mentcenfirment.

. Thou fhouldett gentle Reader,efteeme his cenfure and authori.

tie to be ofmore weighty credence,in as much as the matter was No newe
not rafhly and at all aduentures, but with indgemente (as thou matter, to
feeft) and with wifedome examined und difcuffed. And this is wyriteagainft
no new example,to be againt the tyrany of the Byfhop of Rome, the Byfhop
feeing that not only this man, but many men often times,yea ané of Rome,
ngbt greatlearned men afore now, haue done the fame eyen in
writing,whereby they both painted him out in his richt colours

and inade his fleightes, falfhoode, fraudes,and decciptéﬁxll wylcs,

openly knowneto the world. Therefore if thou atany time heere-

tofore haue doubted either of true obedience, or of the Kinges

Maietties mariage,or title,cither elfe of the Bithop of Romes flfe

pretenfed fupremicy;as if thou haddeft a good finelling nofe and

a found iudgemente, I thinke thou diddeft not :yet hauing read

this Oration, (which if thou fauour the truth, and hate the ty-

tanny of the Byfhop of Rome, and his Sathunicall fraudnlents

falthods, thall doubtles wonderfully content thee) forfake thyne

errour , and acknowledge the truth now freely offered theeat

length, confidering with thy felfe, that.it is better late fo to doo

then neuer to repent. Fare thou hartily well moft gentle Reader, Note,

and not only loue this moft valiant King ef England & of France,

who vndoubtedly was by the prouidéce of God,borne to defend

the Gofpell,butalfo honar him and ferue him mott obediently.As

for this Winchefter, who was long ago without doubt reputed

among the grextcﬁ learned men, geuc him thy good word wyth

higheft commendation. . Theend of. Byfhop Boners Prologue.

Yohatman teadingaud aduiling this booke of Yoinches Theiue

fict De vera obedientia, With WBoners 9eface before the- e mu:';:
fame, would euct haue thoughe, any altevation coulde {o bilitye of
orke in wans bart, to inakethele men thus to turne the Wint, and
catre(as they fap)m the panue,and to flave (o fodenly from Boner.
the teugh {0 mantichipkiotone,fo pithely proued,fovehe-

mently pefeuded, and (asit feemed) fo faithiuilp ubferis
bed, Fitthey dilfeanbicd all this that they wiote, fubleriben,
and{wate vnio : what periury moft execrable was it be=
fore Bodand man 2 JEthep meant go0d (apth, and fpake

thenas thep thought, what pefilent blindnes is this {o (o=

benly fallen Bpou them, tomake that faife notwe, tobiche

was true before, 03 thatto be notw erue, which betoye was
falle:Thus o fay & dufay,& thento ay agaiie,to doe and
bnbo,¢asamdwouldlap, to plap falt 02 loofe with truth,

teuly amaninayfap, 15 not the doing of a man, whiche is

inany cafeto be tealied, whatloener ge doth oz fairh, Bue

becve a man mayp fee vobat man is of himfelfe, when Bonvs

good humble fpvitlacked to be his guide,

Furtherimoie,ta adde bntothem,the indgentent alfo aud
argumenses of Lonftail Bilhop of Dureine, let Vs fee
how he agreesd with them, 01 eacher much epcecbetd, them  The fermon
1 3is Senmon made before Bing Henry vpon dalme= of Tonlall
founay, teinapuing yet inprnt, Juthe whiche Sernon, }’F“"C the
vifpung againt t6c wrongfull upremacie of the Bilop g made
of Zome, he proucth bp manifelt groundes moft efectu= s, day. °
ouiip,both out ofthe Scripture, auncient Doctors, and of )
fLonticels, 1ot ouiy that the Bifhop of Womebath no fuch
authozitie by the woyde of Hod committed to him, as hee
voth chalenge : butallo inrequiving & chaléging thefame,
be reproncty @ condemueth him with) grearjeale g ardene
fpivit co be a proude Lucifer, difobediente to the oxdinavie
Powersof Hod fot ouce hun, contrary o Chritand 9c=
tev, and finally in tailing vp warre again® vs for 7 lame
be therefore vebuketh andi deficth him, as a moft dereable
fowce of Bifcorn, ant mucthever of Chhiftianmen,
F:{»r& by the fcripture be vcafoucth thus & proueth, that  phap
all gosdmEought to pbey the potefarcs, € BOUCTNOLS popes and
of p wozlu,as Emperours,Bings ¢ drinces of all (0xtes, %yﬂxops
what e focucr the fapde fuprome povoers do beate oy oughtto be
iz foz theyy countreys in whiche they be, forfo S.eter fubicdeto
poth playuely toach B3 14et. 2. [apeng : Be yee fubieét toe. theerfoue-
uerye humane creature for Gods caufe, whether itbe Kyng as rlall?u.'z
chiefe head, or Dukes or Gouernours, &c. &0 that &.19cter :
in bis Zpitie commanndeth all modly Brinces i theit
officcto e obeped as the MYinificrs of 1Bod, by all Thris
ftian men, Aud according vnto the fame, S J8aunle 130,13, hofe
faith:Let euery lining man be fubie to the high powers, for the rv&ifgc?}c:ﬁfc
high powers bee of God, and who fecuer refiteth the high po- 1o gop.
wers,fefifteth the ordinaunce of God, and purchafeth thereby to 1 refifteth
himfelfe damnatign,8c. ' God. The
Qnd inthe fame place of Tonfall, it folowethandlea Poperefif-
men fould foxges theit ductic of obedience to theiridrin= teththe
(c5, it i5 thyife tepeated : that they be the minifters of God, h'§‘;§ povv-
twhofe place in theiv goucenance tiey veprefens:io tharvn= 4 T8
to them all men mult obey ApofHes, Watviarehes, 102 | fao
mates, dvehbylyops, Bilhops, Prches, and allof the God,
Liceay, @6, b theveioze Jaih he) the Bihopof 3}}9!;:;
oW



