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Anovher letter ot epiftle of M. Bilney,to
Cuthbert Tonftall B of Londen,

1Lbeit 7,00 not vesméber, veuerét father in Chul, whe=
ther 3\ bauccither fpoken 03 witeen , thatthe Hofpelt
Bath not beac fincevelp peached now of long time, which
yuite Lodfhippe feaneth to haue gathered epther by fome
£550mes and fnifter hearers ofmy Sernons , who lpke
fEaichus haning theye ight eave cut off,onely biing theyz

.. Ictreace to Secmons, or¢ls by ioime wordes o) WG
oftiuine, which baue valhlp pailedme, vather then vppon
any cuill intentsyet for fomuch asin this bebaife,pouv e
WECEHCE DOLY CONNALLID WC, aud that ofa good nunde. 3
;. trafi(fop how can 3 thinke in Tonlalany ceaft 03 boudble=

_#* ues codweils)F wiibzichly declave bueo pou,what 3\ haue
icatnco of Hod though LHr, inthe Scriptures, & howe

that the Doctors cucn of great name & tenowme,haue not

taaghi the ame of fate in theps fermds, efevving 0p rather

Notesand diffe. fubmitting all things onto youcfatherly iudgemét, which
rences berwene  ig moe quicke and [harpe, then that it can by anpmeanes
thetrute and be viinped,and fo fincere, that it will not in auy point feck
talechusche  ganaer op pifcor, T herfowe 3 do confefle that 3 bauc ofté
ben afrain, that Chufthath not bene purclp preached now
aloing time. 5702 Yobo hath bene now along {eafon offeded
thaongh hims voho hath notw this many peares fuffcreda-
1y peciccution for the Hofpels fake 3 yohere is the fwand
which e came ta fend vpon the eavth 2 And finallp where
ave the velt ofthefincere aud vncowupt fuites ofthe Bof=
o1z which, becaufe we bauc notalong time feene,1s it not

to befeared thatthe teee which vringeth foreh thole fenites
bath now afong time bene wanting in ont region 92 (dli=
trep2miich leffe 18 it to be beleued, that it hath beue noutis
{ed amongel Vs, Haue wenotiene all thinges quict and
peaccable o longtime But what fapth the churchI My grief
mmoft bitter, is turned to peace. &c. But the malignant church
fapti: Peace,peace,and there is no peace:but onely that wher-
of it 15 voritten: When the mighty armed man kepeth his gates,
he poileffvth all thinges in quier. 1ut when he feeth, that be
fal be vanguilyeo of a ttronget thew be himfelfeis, e
fpoplith and defivopeth all thinges, Yobat now a dapes
pegmneth agapnc o be attempted 2 3| dave not fay. 500
grannt vs geace that wedoe not vefuie anb veweet (it bee
L) hiw that comumeth onto vs, ieatt that wedoe feele
that teceible iudgoment agapnlt v8 3 becaufe(fapth hc)they
haue not received the loue of trueth , that they might be faued:
therefore God will fend vpon them the blindnefle of errour,thac
they thall geuecreditevnro lyes: D terviblefentence . (whiche
1300 kuoweth whetheragreat unbee Yaue nocalveadye,
incucied) that all they might bee iudged which haue not geuen
credite vato thetrueth, but confented vnte iniquity. The tyme
fhall come ({ayth h¢) when that they will not fuffer the true do-
étrine-to be preached.Aubwbat thatl we the fap ofthatlear-
nng,which haih now (o idg tincraigned andberinmphed,
fothatnamai hath ouce opened bis mouth agapnit we ?
Shall wethink it found doctrine? Treuely imquity did ne=
et 1wsyc abionnd, oy chavity was neuer o cold. Aud wbat
fhyouid welay to be the canfe therothath che canfe beve foy
lacke of preaching agapuit the bices ofmen,and exhorting

. tochatity @ That cannothe , fo2 many learned autag:em
£ fcarkes (uffcicntly can witkelde 1o the contraty, Anb yet
all thele notwithfanding, we fee the li'c and maners ofng
03 greatly vegenerate from ceue Liitianity, and feme to
¢ty oug i deede, that it is fulfilicd in vs, which Bod inti=
mics pal thrcatned by bis §9r12phet Amos,fapmg:Beholde,
the day fhall come({@pth the £ 038 )that Iwill fend hunger vpon®
the earth,not hunger of bread, netther thirft of water, but of hea-
ring the word of God, and the people fhall be moued from fea to
{ea, and from the Weft vnto Eaft, and fhall runne about feckinge
for the word of God,but fhall not findeit. In thofe dayes the fayre
Virgines andy oung men fhall perifh for thirft.&c. IBut now to
pailc ouermany thinges, whereby 3 anmcoucdeo feare,
that th word of 1Bod bath natbene puccly peached, thys
is not the leafieargument , thatchep wiiche comeand are
fent, and enocuout themiclues ro preach Chrift truelp,ate
eyl fpoken of for bis name, which is thevocke of offencr,
and Fwnbling blocke ‘onto them which Gumble bponbys
woade, aud doenotbelcuconbpm, on tohomethep are
bailacd, . '
1But pou witlalke who ave thofe men, ¢ tobatis theyr
pocteine? Trucly 3 fap, wholocuer enteeth inby thedone
it into the Meepfolveswobich thing allfuch (halivoas
feeke nothing elg but the glozy of Hod , and faluation of
fouics. DEaliluch it may be teuely fiv,that whem p Low
fenieth,hefpeaketh the wood of Bod ., Anb toby {0} WBe=
caute he reprefentcth the unael of the chureh of Pbhiladel-
phia, buto whom Sayne Jobu writeth, faping : This fayth
he,which is holy and true,which hath the keyes of Dauid,whiche
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openeth and no man fhutteth, fhuttethand no man openeth. Be-
hold, faitd Ye fpeaking in the name of Tk (which is the
bozeqitd doekepet) 1haue fet before thee un open dore, that
5 tofay, ofthe Scaiptuces opening thy fenf s, that thou
{houlpeft vapcrftand the Seripnres, and that, becane
thonhatt entred in by me which am the dore; For whofo-
cuer, entreth in by me which am the dore fhalbe faued, he fhall
goe in and come out and find pafture,for the durekeeper openeth
the dore vnto him, and the fheepe heare his voyce.  1Butcons
traviwife, they whichehauenot encred in by the doole,
but baue clymed infome other way, by ambition, auacice
o2 defive of vule, they fhall, cucn ina moment goe downe
tnto bell, cxcept thep cepent, And ofthon ig the faying of
Jlevemp verefied: All beautyels gone away from the duughter
of Syon, becgufe her princes arebecome lyke rammes, not fin-
ding pafture, A Wiy {03 Wecaude likic thecucs & vobbers
they bane cipmed auother way, not being calicd noz feut,
Aud what wiernaile igit, if they doe not preach, when as
they ave not fent, but vurme for lucee, feeking theyr ooune
glozp, and not the glory of Hod and faluation or foules?
andthisig p voote of all mifcheifc in the Thuveh, thatthey ¢, 7 d
are notfent intoardlp of Bod, JFop Without this MWALD i,
calling , it helpeth nothiug betore Hov o bea hundieth Chrisiesini.
times clecte and confecrate, by a thoufande WBulles, eyther niftry auay-
by ope, Iing, 0z Empetour, Bod beholbetb thebarte, lethnothing
tobafe ubgementes avcaceoding toteush, hotwfoeucr we Withoue the
deceyue the indgement of nen foz atyme: which allo at the ;?Wﬂr.d cal-
taft, (hatl fee thepy abbomination, This(3 @y) is the op= "5 of God,
ginall of all mtfchiefe tn the Thuvch, that e thauft moue
felues itito the charge of [oules, wholc faluation andthe
gloaw of Bod(which i to enter i by the doe)we doenot
thiclt noy feeke for, but altogether sur ovone lucee & profit,
Dereupon it commetd, that wee kuotwe nothotocto

pieach Lhift purelp:For how hould they preach Chrift (faith
the Apoftic)except they be fene: foz otherwilcmany thecucs
and vobbersdo preach bim, but with theya lippesonely,
foz thepy bart isfaree trombim. MReeither pet do e luffer
thofe which noknow how topreach , but perfecnte them,
and goabout to oppclle the Seriptures now (Pinging, Church,
e the metence of godlinelle, feaving (as 3 Mnppofe) £x Prudens
Ieaftthe 3xomaines ould come @ take out place, Ahthou %
wicked enemy Herode, why art thou afrayd thar Chrifte fhoulde ¢
come?he taketh not away mortall and earthly kingdomes,which Lay thys
geueth heauenly kingdomes. D blindnefle, D ourgreat blmd leeceragain®
nefle.peamoze then that of Eappt 2 of the which iftherebe d:&g Saun-
any that wonld admonity the people,by and by fayth Pha- 75 (g°g°
rao:Moyfes and Aaron,why do yecaufe the peopleto ceafefrom Eyoq 5’ .
theyr fabours > and truely called thepy 1abours . Get youto b
your burdens:Lay more werke vpon them,and caufe them to do
it,that they hatken not vntolyes. Thus the people WASDIl= cuters of oyp
pecfedehrongbout all p land of Eaypt,to gather vp chafe: time com-
3| fap to gather vp chalfe. yobho Mall graunt vutovsthe paredeo,
1500 fhall (ap:Thane lookeddowne, and bebolden the affliéti- Pharao,

on of my people, which isin Zgypt,and haue heard theys fighes,
and am come downe to deliuer them. But wbctheehath thys
seale carped me 2 whether afterknotoledge oy not, I dare
gat fap:it pertepueth to pou,veucvent father,to inbge cher-

Pﬂn.

JRow yon dolooke§ 3 Mould Metoe vuto you at large
(as pou wiite) bow that they ought finccrely to preach, o
thebetter encfping heveatter, of poue fiscke. Heve 3 cofelic
3| was afvaide, that you had fpoke infome devifion, vneil
that 3| well perceiued, that you hab witten 1t with youc
otune hand, Thenagapne, 3 begaune o boubte o2 tobat
intent Tonftall onlo vequite that of Bilucy: an olb oi=
diout, ofa poung beginuer :the cheife 1akor of Londo,
of a poope filly Meepe, But fop tobat intente fo cucr poudid
it, 3] tenft it was of 3 good minde, And atbeit that 3| am
toeake ofbodie, yetthrough the grace of Chift geuen vuto
me, 3 il attempt this macter, although it voc favre pale
iy potwet: bndet the which burden, if 31 be sppreded, et
3 will not deceiuc you, for that 3 baue promiled nothing,
buta prompte and readye will (o ds that which you haue
conunaunoed, .

Astonching that pectayneth tay meaching ofthe Hole
peil, 3 woulo to BHod por would geue meleaue privatelp
totallie 1s you, that 3 nnghte fpeake freely, that which 11
haueleatucd inthe holp Scriptures forthe confolation of
my confciéee: which ifyou witl fo ve, 3 trultvou hall noe
vepent pou, Al things Matbe fibmiteed vuto your indge=
ments who (epeepe 31 be veterlp deceaned) will not breake
the reede thatis bruifed, and put out the flaxe that is fmoking,
but cather, it 7 fyalbe fonnd in aup crror (asindecd J am
aman) pou as fpivicnall,aleefiore methoroughy fpivite
of gentlenede, confidering your felfe, Ieaft that poualio be
tempted; For euery Bythop which is taken from among men,

is ordayned for menpe ; mot violentlye to affaults- thefe
which
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