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Letter ID: 135 (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=135)

From: Bess of Hardwick (Hardwick Hall, Derbyshire);
To: Sir Henry Broncker (Lambeth Marsh);
Date: 10 March 1602/3
Summary: Bess (dowager countess of Shrewsbury) writes to Sir Henry Brounker, the queen's
agent, who has recently been investigating Bess's granddaughter, Arbella Stuart. Bess describes
suspicious meetings Arbella has had with 'my bad son Henry [Cavendish]' and Henry Stapleton
(whom Bess distrusts), as well as the correspondence she keeps 'up and down in the country'.
Bess reiterates that she thinks Arbella ought to be removed from Hardwick before she escapes.
Archive: Hatfield House, Cecil Papers, 135/167, fols 218-9
Delivery status: from Bess, sent
Letter features: seal, red wax, embossed with Bess's arms featuring the Hardwick cross (a saltire
engrailed, in chief three eglantines, surmounted by a countess's coronet) Ribbon/floss – no.
Letter packet - tuck and fold
Hands: Scribe C | unknown scribe | archivist | Scribe B | Bess of Hardwick |
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People Associated with Letter 135: Bess of Hardwick

Born Elizabeth Hardwick (in c.1521/2, d. 13 February 1608), the woman known to posterity as
Bess of Hardwick married four times during her life, as a result of which her name changed from
Hardwick to Barlow (or Barley), Cavendish, St Loe and then finally (when she was countess of
Shrewsbury and then dowager countess) Talbot. As one of the five children of John Hardwick
(1495-1528) of Hardwick, Derbyshire, and his first wife, Elizabeth (née Leake), Bess had
three sisters (Mary, Jane and Alice) and one brother (James). The Hardwicks were established
Derbyshire gentry who had inherited a modest manor house and c.400 acres in and around
Hardwick. But when John died in 1528, and their lands were seized by the crown, Bess faced
hardship. Bess’s mother quickly remarried but her new husband, Ralph Leche of Chatsworth,
Derbyshire, brought little land or money to the marriage, and three more daughters were born
(Bess’s half-sisters Elizabeth, Jane and Margaret). Little else is known of Bess's childhood
but, while still young, she was married for the first time, to Robert Barlow (or Barley) of
Barlow, Derbyshire, sometime in or before 1543. Barlow died in 1544 and Bess received a small
inheritance. In 1547 she married the twice-widowed Sir William Cavendish, treasurer of the
king's chamber. Bess and Cavendish had eight children, six of whom survived: Frances (1548),
Henry (1550), William (1551, from whom the dukes of Devonshire are descended), Charles
(1553, from whom the dukes of Newcastle and Portland are descended), Elizabeth (1554) and
Mary (1556). Probably due to a mixture of affection and shared social ambition, Bess's second
marriage was happy and fortuitous. She was now moving in courtly circles and experiencing (for
the first time) considerable wealth. In 1549 Cavendish and Bess bought the estate of Chatsworth,
which was held jointly in both their names and which he and then Bess, following Cavendish's
death in 1557, ambitiously rebuilt. Soon after her second husband's death, and sometime before
Elizabeth I's accession (in 1558), Bess married Sir William St Loe, a wealthy widower of ancient
noble pedigree. St Loe was captain of the guard to the young queen and in addition to further
improving Bess's finances, he also brought her into the queen's inner circle and she served
briefly as a gentlewoman of the queen's privy chamber (in 1559). The marriage seems to have
not been without affection; however, the two would have spent most of it apart - he serving
the queen in London and Bess mostly at Chatsworth. Upon St Loe's death (probably in 1565),
Bess inherited most of the estate. In 1567 Bess married for a final time, to George Talbot, sixth
earl of Shrewsbury, one of the richest and most powerful men in England. To consolidate the
union of their fortunes, the couple had Bess's eldest son, Henry, marry Shrewsbury's daughter
(from his previous marriage), and Shrewsbury's eldest son, Gilbert (later the seventh earl),
marry Bess's daughter, Mary. Also around this time, Shrewsbury was appointed to be the keeper
of Mary Queen of Scots (from 1568-84). At first, relations between Bess and the Catholic
Scottish queen seem to have been amicable; however, relations deteriorated all around as Bess’s
marriage to Shrewsbury broke down in the 1580s. An infamously nasty and highly public legal
battle over estates ensued and finally the courts resolved that Shrewsbury provide Bess with a
sizeable income from 1587 onwards (Shrewsbury died in 1590). In 1582, Bess took charge of the
upbringing of her orphaned granddaughter, Arbella Stuart (1575-1615), claimant to the English
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and Scottish crowns. In 1587, Bess undertook her remarkable building works at Hardwick: the
house now known as Hardwick Old Hall was complete by 1591; next to it, the extraordinary
building now known as Hardwick New Hall was complete by 1599 and is one of the greatest
architectural ventures of Elizabethan England. It was at Hardwick that Bess spent most of the
remainder of her life, much of it devoted to caring for and managing Arbella, who came to loathe
her existence in Derbyshire and devised several bizarre plans for her escape (to Bess's great
distress). Bess also quarrelled with her eldest son, Henry, and disinherited both him and Arbella
in her will. She left most of her estate to her beloved and faithful son, William Cavendish, who
continued her great dynasty into the seventeenth century.
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People Associated with Letter 135: Sir Henry Broncker

Sir Henry Broncker (dates unknown) was a courtier and Queen Elizabeth I's commissioner. In
particular, he was in charge of visiting Bess and her granddaughter, Arbella Stuart, at Hardwick
Hall in the early 1600s to investigate multiple clandestine marriage dealings Arbella claimed to
have been involved in (some of which turned out to be fictional).
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Other letters associated with Hardwick Hall, Derbyshire

1 Dec [c.1564] (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=30)

20 Jan [c.1565] (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=31)

[1574?] (destination) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=41)

3 Aug [1580s?] (destination) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=205)

2 Aug 1584 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=150)

4 Aug 1584 (destination) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=119)

18 Feb [1591?] (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=233)

21 Sep 1592 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=163)

11 Mar 1593 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=160)

19 Sep 1594 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=1)

20 May 1595 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=124)

27 Feb 1596 (destination) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=16)

11 Aug 1597 (destination) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=46)

28 Feb [1598?] (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=187)

[c.1600] (destination) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=7)

2 Jun 1600 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=125)

6 Oct 1600 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=126)

28 Apr 1601 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=127)

21 Dec 1602 (destination) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=44)

9 Jan 1603 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=128)

18 Jan 1603 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=139)

29 Jan 1603 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=129)

2 Feb 1603 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=130)

6 Feb 1603 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=131)

21 Feb 1603 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=132)

3 Mar 1603 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=134)
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18 Apr 1603 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=140)

31 Jan 1604 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=161)

12 May 1604 (destination) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=63)

18 Jun 1604 (destination) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=45)

4 Jul 1604 (destination) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=21)

16 Dec 1605 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=242)
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Normalised view of Letter 135

To my very loving ffrend Sir Henry Brounker Knight at his house at Lambeth Marshe./ with
speed/

1602

The old Cowntess of Shrewsbury to sir Henry Browkerd

Good Sir Henry Brounker./ this thursdaye the xth of March about xij of the Clock, Arbell came
out of hir chamber, went toward the gates (as she sayde) intending to walke, but being perswaded
it was dynner tyme did staye./ about too of the Clock in the afternoone, there came to my gates,
my sonne Henry Cavendishe and one master Stapleton, sonne & heire to Stapleton of Carleton
in Yorkshire with him./ for that Arbell was desirous to speak with my bad sonne Henry, I was
content to suffer him to come into my house and speake with hir, rather then she to goe to him,
but sent him worde not to remayne here above too howers./ I woulde not suffer Stapleton to
come within my gates for I have disliked him of long for many respectes, it is about viij. yeres
since I sawe him./ he hath written to me many tymes to knowe yf he might come, but I misliking
him would not suffer him, so far he never durst presume till nowe to offer to come./ Arbell &
Henry Cavendishe had not talked as I think a dozen wordes togather, but they both came downe
& offred to goe out of my gates./ one of my servauntes intreated them not to offer to goe out
vntill they had my consent./ Arbell seemed vnwilling to staye, yet at length by perswasion did
staye till worde was brought to me./ when I vnderstoode of it./ I sent to hir that I did not think
it good she should speake with Stapleton, and wisht hir to forbeare it for I thought Stapleton
no fitt man for hir to Converse or talk withall./ she askt yf she were a prisoner, and sayde she
woulde see, and so went to the gates and would have gone out but was not suffred, yet she did
speak to Stapleton, looking through the gate, some vayne idle wordes of salutation, and bad him
goe to Mannsfeild and staye there till he harde from hir with some more wordes to no purpose,
many being present & hearing what they sayd, so with much sending to Stapleton to depart, at
length he went from my gates./ she had appoynted Henry Cavendishe to come hither agayne,
to morowe, which I forbad and so I think he will not come./ he was no sooner gon out of my
gates, but she made hirself reddie to walke abroad, which I thought not Convenient she should
doe, and so she stayde./ other dayes she hath walked to take the Ayer in severall places./ one
came hither yesterdaye morning post from London to Arbell from hir servant Chaworth./ I here
he brought back to hir, a letter which Chaworth should have delyvered to you, which she was
seene to burne presently vppon the receit of it & retorned him with other letters to you agayne./
she sayth she hath likewise sent Basset hir page to London poste too dayes since with letters to
you./ she never restes wryting and sending vp & downe in the Countrie and to London as she
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sayth./ Henry Cavendishe here showed to have but three or foure men with him & Stapleton
but one, I suffred but one of Henry Cavendishes men to come into the house with him, but I
am informed that there were of theyr company whoe kept themselves secret within a quarter
of a mile of the house above fortie horsmen well weaponed and some of them had dagges./
they were in foure severall companies, some at Hucknall, viz at one Mistress Iretons xij. at
one Chapmans house there, tenn in a bushie grounde nere here called Rowthorne Carr ix or .x.
And tenn, at one doves house in Rowthorne where Stapleton hath lurked three dayes as I harde
even nowe./ They being thus wickedly disposed, maye aswell have five hundreth men within a
myle of the house and I not vnderstand of theyr ill intent./ Arbell threatens and will give it out
vppon any little occasion, being intreated not to speak with any bad bodie that she is kept as a
prisoner:/ I should not somuch have forgotten my self to have troubled hir Majestie and some
of hir Majesties Privie Counsell for Arbells remove hence./ but that I feared the daunger that
I was not able for my lyfe to withstand./ and she being here one daye, I feare I shall not have
hir here the morowe, yf I shoulde suffer hir but to goe without my gates./ In my opinion it were
best she were removed farther from the North, which waye I feare she woulde goe, she shall
not of long tyme in the South, be acquaynted with somany to help hir as she is hereaboutes./ I
here that one of the Company had a pillion to carry a woman behind him & Covered it with a
Cloke./ And so being very late this thursdaye night the xth of Marche I cease wishing you all
happynes./ ffrom Hardwick./

your uery assured louing frend/

EShrouesbury / / / / /
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Diplomatic view of Letter 135

[Address Leaf]

To my very loving ffrend Sr

Henry Brounker Knight
at his house at Lambeth
Marshe./
§

wth speed/
§

1602

The old Cowntess of Shrewsbury to sr H.
Browkerd

[Overleaf]
[Overleaf: Notes]
219 [Foliation, hand: archivist]

[Letter Text]
[Letter Text: Notes]
167 [Item number, hand: archivist]
218 [Foliation, hand: archivist]

Good S.r Henry Brounker./ this thursdaye the xth of March about xij of the
Clock, Arbell came out of hir chamber, went toward the gates (as she sayde)
intending to walke, but being perswaded it was dynner tyme did staye./
about too of the Clock in the afternoone, there came to my gates, my sonne

Henry Cavendishe and one mr Stapleton, sonne & heire to Stapleton of

Carleton in Yorkshire wth him./ for that Arbell was desirous to speak

wth my bad sonne Henry, I was content to suffer him to come into my house

and speake wth hir, rather then she to goe to him, but sent him worde not
to remayne here above too howers./ I woulde not suffer Stapleton to

come wth in my gates for I have disliked him of long for many respectes,
it is about viij. yeres since I sawe him./ he hath written to me many
tymes to knowe yf he might come, but I misliking him would not suffer

him, so far he never durst pr sume till nowe to offer to come./ Arbell &
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Henry Cavendishe had not talked as I think a dozen wordes togather, but

they both came downe & offred to goe out of my gates./ one of my servau ^ntes^
intreated them not to offer to goe out vntill they had my consent./
Arbell seemed vnwilling to staye, yet at length by perswasion did staye
till worde was brought to me./ when I vnderstoode of it./ I sent to hir

that I did not think it good she should speake wth Stapleton, and wisht
hir to forbeare it for I thought by Stapleton no fitt man for hir

to Converse or talk wth all./ she askt yf she were a prisoner, and sayde
she woulde see, and so went to the gates and would have gone out but
was not suffred, yet she did speak to Stapleton, looking through the
gate, some vayne idle wordes of salutation, and bad him goe to ~

Mannsfeild and staye there till he harde from hir wth some more ~

wordes to no purpose, many being pr sent & hearing what they sayd,

so wth much sending to Stapleton to depart, at length he went from my
gates./ she had appoynted Henry Cavendishe to come hither agayne,

to morowe, wch I forbad and so I think he will not come./
he was no sooner gon out of my gates, but she made hirself reddie

to walke abroad, wch I thought not Convenient she should doe, and
so she stayde./ other dayes she hath walked to take the Ayer in
severall places./ one came hither yesterdaye morning post from
London to Arbell from hir servant Chaworth./ I here he brought

back to hir, a letter wch Chaworth should have delyvered to you, wch

she was seene to burne pr sently vppon the receit of it & retorned him

wth other letters to you agayne./ she sayth she hath likewise sent ~

Basset hir page to London poste too dayes since wth letters to you./
she never restes wryting and sending vp & downe in the Countrie and
to

[page break]

London as she sayth./ Henry Cavendishe here showed to have but three

or foure men wth him & Stapleton but one, I suffred but one of Henry

Cavendishes men to come into the house wth him, but I am informed that

there were of theyr company whoe kept themselves secret wth in a quarter
of a mile of the house above fortie horsmen well weaponed and some
of them had dagges./ they were in foure severall companies, some at

Hucknall, viz at one Mrs Iretons xij. at one Chapmans house there, tenn
in a bushie grounde nere here called Rowthorne Carr ix or .x. And
tenn, at one doves house in Rowthorne where Stapleton hath lurked
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three dayes as I harde even nowe./ They being thus wickedly

disposed, maye aswell have five hundreth men wth in a myle of the house
and I not vnderstand of theyr ill intent./ Arbell threatens and will
give it out vppon any little occasion, being intreated not to speak wth
any bad bodie that she is kept as a prisoner:/ I should not somuch have

forgotten my self to have troubled hir Ma.tie and some of hir Ma.ties

Privie Counsell for Arbells remove hence./ but that I feared the

daunger that I was not able for my lyfe to wth stand./ and she being
here one daye, I feare I shall not have hir here the morowe, yf

I shoulde suffer hir but to goe wth out my gates./ In my opinion

it were best she were removed farther from the North, wch waye
I feare she woulde goe, she shall not of long tyme in the South, ~

be acquaynted wth somany to help hir as she is hereaboutes./
I here that one of the Company had a pillion to carry a woman

behind him & Covered it wth a Cloke./ And so being very late this

thursdaye night the xth of Marche I cease wishing you all
happynes./ ffrom Hardwick./

your uery assured louing
frend/

EShrouesbury
/ / / / /
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