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Letter ID: 129 (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=129)

From: Bess of Hardwick (Hardwick Hall, Derbyshire);
To: Elizabeth I;
Date: 29 January 1602/3
Summary: Bess (dowager countess of Shrewsbury) writes to Elizabeth I concerning her
increasingly strained relationship with her grand-daughter, Arbella Stuart, 'for the bad
persuasions of some have so estranged her mind and natural affection from me that she holds
me the greatest enemy she has'. Bess considers a marriage the best option to deal with Arbella,
writing that 'I should have little care how meanly soever she were bestowed, so as it were not
offensive to your Highness'.
Archive: Hatfield House, Cecil Papers, 135/127, fols 165-6
Delivery status: from Bess, sent
Letter features: seal, red wax, embossed with Bess's arms featuring the Hardwick cross (a saltire
engrailed, in chief three eglantines, surmounted by a countess's coronet) Ribbon/floss – no.
Letter packet - tuck and fold
Hands: Scribe C | unknown scribe | archivist | Scribe B | Bess of Hardwick |
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People Associated with Letter 129: Bess of Hardwick

Born Elizabeth Hardwick (in c.1521/2, d. 13 February 1608), the woman known to posterity as
Bess of Hardwick married four times during her life, as a result of which her name changed from
Hardwick to Barlow (or Barley), Cavendish, St Loe and then finally (when she was countess of
Shrewsbury and then dowager countess) Talbot. As one of the five children of John Hardwick
(1495-1528) of Hardwick, Derbyshire, and his first wife, Elizabeth (née Leake), Bess had
three sisters (Mary, Jane and Alice) and one brother (James). The Hardwicks were established
Derbyshire gentry who had inherited a modest manor house and c.400 acres in and around
Hardwick. But when John died in 1528, and their lands were seized by the crown, Bess faced
hardship. Bess’s mother quickly remarried but her new husband, Ralph Leche of Chatsworth,
Derbyshire, brought little land or money to the marriage, and three more daughters were born
(Bess’s half-sisters Elizabeth, Jane and Margaret). Little else is known of Bess's childhood
but, while still young, she was married for the first time, to Robert Barlow (or Barley) of
Barlow, Derbyshire, sometime in or before 1543. Barlow died in 1544 and Bess received a small
inheritance. In 1547 she married the twice-widowed Sir William Cavendish, treasurer of the
king's chamber. Bess and Cavendish had eight children, six of whom survived: Frances (1548),
Henry (1550), William (1551, from whom the dukes of Devonshire are descended), Charles
(1553, from whom the dukes of Newcastle and Portland are descended), Elizabeth (1554) and
Mary (1556). Probably due to a mixture of affection and shared social ambition, Bess's second
marriage was happy and fortuitous. She was now moving in courtly circles and experiencing (for
the first time) considerable wealth. In 1549 Cavendish and Bess bought the estate of Chatsworth,
which was held jointly in both their names and which he and then Bess, following Cavendish's
death in 1557, ambitiously rebuilt. Soon after her second husband's death, and sometime before
Elizabeth I's accession (in 1558), Bess married Sir William St Loe, a wealthy widower of ancient
noble pedigree. St Loe was captain of the guard to the young queen and in addition to further
improving Bess's finances, he also brought her into the queen's inner circle and she served
briefly as a gentlewoman of the queen's privy chamber (in 1559). The marriage seems to have
not been without affection; however, the two would have spent most of it apart - he serving
the queen in London and Bess mostly at Chatsworth. Upon St Loe's death (probably in 1565),
Bess inherited most of the estate. In 1567 Bess married for a final time, to George Talbot, sixth
earl of Shrewsbury, one of the richest and most powerful men in England. To consolidate the
union of their fortunes, the couple had Bess's eldest son, Henry, marry Shrewsbury's daughter
(from his previous marriage), and Shrewsbury's eldest son, Gilbert (later the seventh earl),
marry Bess's daughter, Mary. Also around this time, Shrewsbury was appointed to be the keeper
of Mary Queen of Scots (from 1568-84). At first, relations between Bess and the Catholic
Scottish queen seem to have been amicable; however, relations deteriorated all around as Bess’s
marriage to Shrewsbury broke down in the 1580s. An infamously nasty and highly public legal
battle over estates ensued and finally the courts resolved that Shrewsbury provide Bess with a
sizeable income from 1587 onwards (Shrewsbury died in 1590). In 1582, Bess took charge of the
upbringing of her orphaned granddaughter, Arbella Stuart (1575-1615), claimant to the English
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and Scottish crowns. In 1587, Bess undertook her remarkable building works at Hardwick: the
house now known as Hardwick Old Hall was complete by 1591; next to it, the extraordinary
building now known as Hardwick New Hall was complete by 1599 and is one of the greatest
architectural ventures of Elizabethan England. It was at Hardwick that Bess spent most of the
remainder of her life, much of it devoted to caring for and managing Arbella, who came to loathe
her existence in Derbyshire and devised several bizarre plans for her escape (to Bess's great
distress). Bess also quarrelled with her eldest son, Henry, and disinherited both him and Arbella
in her will. She left most of her estate to her beloved and faithful son, William Cavendish, who
continued her great dynasty into the seventeenth century.
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People Associated with Letter 129: Elizabeth I

Elizabeth I (1533-1603), queen of England and Ireland, was the only child of King Henry VIII
(1491-1547) and his second wife, Anne Boleyn (c.1500-1536). Her reign is one of the most
famous in British, and indeed all of European history and, as she was in her own time, she
remains an icon for that age. She succeeded to the throne after the death of her half-sister,
Queen Mary, in 1558. With regard to Bess's life, the latter had recently married William St.
Loe when Elizabeth became queen. In 1559, St. Loe was named captain of the guard to the
queen, and in the same year Bess was appointed as a gentlewoman of the privy chamber. Bess
was, however, dismissed due to the queen's anger over her alleged involvement in a clandestine
marriage between Katherine Grey and Edward Seymour, earl of Hertford. Nonetheless, the two
women continued to have an amiable and significant relationship throughout Elizabeth's reign -
evidenced by the correspondence between them. Notably, Elizabeth served as mediator between
Bess and her fourth husband, George, sixth earl of Shrewsbury, during their marriage breakdown
in the 1580s and even intervened on Bess's behalf.

Other letters associated with Elizabeth I:

4 June 1577 (Author)(URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=221)

25 June 1577 (Author)(URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=172)

17 March 1577/8 (Recipient)(URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=120)

9 January 1602/3 (Recipient)(URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=128)

http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=221
http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=172
http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=120
http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=128
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Other letters associated with Hardwick Hall, Derbyshire

1 Dec [c.1564] (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=30)

20 Jan [c.1565] (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=31)

[1574?] (destination) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=41)

3 Aug [1580s?] (destination) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=205)

2 Aug 1584 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=150)

4 Aug 1584 (destination) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=119)

18 Feb [1591?] (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=233)

21 Sep 1592 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=163)

11 Mar 1593 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=160)

19 Sep 1594 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=1)

20 May 1595 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=124)

27 Feb 1596 (destination) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=16)

11 Aug 1597 (destination) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=46)

28 Feb [1598?] (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=187)

[c.1600] (destination) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=7)

2 Jun 1600 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=125)

6 Oct 1600 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=126)

28 Apr 1601 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=127)

21 Dec 1602 (destination) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=44)

9 Jan 1603 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=128)

18 Jan 1603 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=139)

2 Feb 1603 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=130)

6 Feb 1603 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=131)

21 Feb 1603 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=132)

3 Mar 1603 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=134)

10 Mar 1603 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=135)

http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=30
http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=31
http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=41
http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=205
http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=150
http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=119
http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=233
http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=163
http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=160
http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=1
http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=124
http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=16
http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=46
http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=187
http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=7
http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=125
http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=126
http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=127
http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=44
http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=128
http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=139
http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=130
http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=131
http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=132
http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=134
http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=135
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18 Apr 1603 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=140)

31 Jan 1604 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=161)

12 May 1604 (destination) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=63)

18 Jun 1604 (destination) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=45)

4 Jul 1604 (destination) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=21)

16 Dec 1605 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=242)

15 Jan [1606] (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=180)

7 Mar 1606 (destination) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=49)

13 Feb 1607 (destination) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=14)

25 May [1607] (destination) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=3)

22 Jun 1607 (destination) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=34)

27 Jun [1607] (destination) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=4)

30 Nov 1607 (origin) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=179)

31 Dec 1607 (destination) (URL: http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=35)
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http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=180
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http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=14
http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=3
http://www.bessofhardwick.org/letter.jsp?letter=34
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Normalised view of Letter 129

To the Quenes most excellent Majestie/

29 January 1602 The Cowntess of Shrewsbury to ye Queen

Maye it please your most excellent Majestie I vnderstand by Sir Henry Brounkers letters, some
part of your Highnes pleasure touching this vnadvised yong woman here: and doe most humbly
desire that I maye knowe your Majesties further pleasure, I can not yeilde to your Majestie such
humble and dutifull thankes as I am most. bounde to doe for your Majesties most gratious favor
and goodnes to me./ And Princely acceptaunce of my faythfull poore service./ I will not respect
my trouble or charge to doe your Majestie any service that shall lye in me during lyfe./ but I
doubt yt is not in my power nowe to doe that service to your Majestie in this matter, as I desire./
for the bad perswasions of some, have so estraunged hir minde and naturall affection from me,
that she holdes me the greatest enemie she hath, and hath given hir self over to be ruled and
advised by others so that the bonde of nature being broken, I can not have any assuraunce of
hir good cariage./ I cannot but doubt there is an other match in working but whoe the partie
shoulde be I can not coniecture./ some vaine wordes, she hath spoken tending to such a matter,
which I thought at the first were to ma[ke] me more negligent in loking to that which was before
discovered./ she is borne in hande as I gather, that she shall have your Majesties good lyking and
allowaunce of any thing she doth, and have libertie to have resorte to hir, and hir self to goe or
ride at hir owne pleasure./ ffor my owne part, I shoulde have little care howe meanly soever she
were bestowed, so as it were not offensive to your Highnes./ So farr as my credit doth extende
with hir, I advis[ed] hir to attempt nothing without your Majesties pleasure first knowne./ she
sayth she will doe all dutie to your Majestie but desireth me to forbeare to examyn hir./ hir vayne
speech putts further doubtes into me of hir follie./ Your Majestie in y[our] wisdome vppon this
smale light, will looke further into this matter, then [I] can imagin./ The greatest light I gathered,
was by those scroles I formerly ... vp to Sir Henry Brounker./ they growe nowe so warie that
I doubt, I ... hardly meet with any more./ sometimes she will saye that she can be taken ... of
my handes yf she will, which I trust for the shorte time your Majesties pleas[ure] shalbe for hir
staye here, I shall suffyciently loke to, but I can not doe y... give hir libertie to walke and ride
abroad and to have resorte to hir./ I humbly crave pardon of your Highnes for my presuming
to trouble your Majestie with my rude scribling./ And so with my daylie and earnest praye[rs]
to the almightie to graunt your Majestie long and happy Raigne which is an[d] ever shalbe my
greatest Comforth, I most humbly Cease./ ffrom hardwick this xxixth of Ianuary .1602./

your Majesties

most bounden faythfull seruant and subiect
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EShrouesbury
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Diplomatic view of Letter 129

[Address Leaf]

To the Quenes most

excellent Ma.tie /

29 Januar:
1602
The Cowntess

of Shr: to ye

Q.

[Overleaf]
[Overleaf: Notes]
166 [Foliation, hand: archivist]

[Letter Text]
[Letter Text: Notes]
127 [Item number, hand: archivist]
165 [Foliation, hand: archivist]

Maye it please your most excellent Ma:tie I vnderstand by S.r Henry Brounkers
letters, some part of your Highnes pleasure touching this vnadvised yong woman

here: and doe most humbly desire that I maye knowe your Ma:ties further pleasure,

I can not yeilde to your Ma:tie such humble and dutifull thankes as I am most.

bounde to doe for your Ma:ties most gratious favor and goodnes to me./ And ~
Princely acceptaunce of my faythfull poore service./ I will not respect my

trouble or charge to doe your Ma:tie any service that shall lye in me during

lyfe./ but I doubt yt is not in my power nowe to doe that service to yo.r Ma:tie

in this matter, as I desire./ for the bad perswasions of some, have so estraunged
hir minde and naturall affection from me, that she holdes me the greatest ~
enemie she hath, and hath given hir self over to be ruled and advised by others
so that the bonde of nature being broken, I can not have any assuraunce of
hir good cariage./ I cannot but doubt there is an other match in working
but whoe the partie shoulde be I can not coniecture./ some vaine wordes, she

hath spoken tending to such a matter, wch I thought at the first were to ma...
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me more negligent in loking to that wch was before discovered./ she is borne

in hande as I gather, that she shall have your Ma:ties good lyking and ~
allowaunce of any thing she doth, and have libertie to have resorte to hir,
and hir self to goe or ride at hir owne pleasure./ ffor my owne part, I shoulde
have little care howe meanly soever she were bestowed, so as it were not

offensive to your Highnes./ So farr as my credit doth extende wth hir, I advis...

hir to attempt nothing wth out yo.r Ma.ties pleasure first knowne./ she sayth she

will doe all dutie to yo.r Ma.tie but desireth me to forbeare to examyn hir./

hir vayne speech putts further doubtes into me of hir follie./ Yo.r Ma:tie in y...
wisdome vppon this smale light, will looke further into this matter, then ...
can imagin./ The greatest light I gathered, was by those scroles I formerly ...

vp to S.r Henry Brounker./ they growe nowe so warie that I doubt, I ...
hardly meet wth any more./ sometimes she will saye that she can be taken ...

of my handes yf she will, wch I trust for the shorte time your Ma.ties pleas...
shalbe for hir staye here, I shall suffyciently loke to, but I can not doe y...
give hir libertie to walke and ride abroad and to have resorte to hir./

I humbly crave pardon of yo.r Highnes for my pr suming to trouble your

Ma:tie wth my rude scribling./ And so wth my daylie and earnest praye...

to the almightie to graunt yo.r Ma:tie long and happy Raigne wch is an...
ever shalbe my greatest Comforth, I most humbly Cease./ ffrom hardwick

this xxixth of Ianuary .1602./

your Maties

most bounden
faythfull seruant
and subiect

EShrouesbury
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