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Admiration for Wit 

Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan, (1651) 
 
‘Celerity of Imagining, (that is, swift succession of 
one thought to another) ... there is nothing to observe 
… but either in what they be like one another, or in 
what they be unlike’ 
 
‘Those that observe their similitudes, in case they be 
such as are but rarely observed by others, are sayd to 
have Good Wit’ 



Ned Ward’s ‘Jesting Manner’ 

(1666-1731) 



Pubs and Clubs 

Frontispiece from Daniel Gunston, Jemmy 
Twitcher’s Jests, (London, 1770) 

 

Ned Ward, The Secret History of  
Clubs, (London 1709) 



Intoxicating Humour 
Chapters 
-  ‘That One must be Merry’ 
-  ‘That Wine Excites Mirth’ 
-  ‘That Wine makes one Eloquent’ 
-  ‘That Wine Creates Wit’ 
 
‘As Wine increases the Quantity of 
animal Spirits, by the Fumes it 
sends to the Brain, it is easy to 
comprehend, that it cannot but be 
of great Advantage to dull and 
heavy Wit... by warming the 
Thoughts, it renders them more 
acute, and inspires a greater plenty 
of witty Sallies’  
 
 



Intoxicating Humour 

‘‘tis highly reasonable, that a 
Custom establish’d and 
continu’d since the beginning of 
the World to this Day, ought to 
be preserv’d inviolable; that a 
Custom fram’d and cemented by 
Nature, supported by Reason, 
and practised with success, 
ought to be deliver’d down to 
Posterity and be maintain’d with 
Honour, and had in Veneration 
by all succeeding Ages’ 
 
Tom Brown, ‘An Oration in Praise of  
Drunkenness’ in Works (1707) 


