
Re-‐imagining	  the	  Voice	  of	  
the	  Defendant	  at	  the	  Old	  

Bailey	  

Tim	  Hitchcock	  



www.oldbaileyonline.org	  



c.1720,	  	  Richard	  Blome,	  	  
detail	  from	  ‘Farrington	  Ward	  Without’.	  

c.1746,	  John	  Rocque,	  	  
detail	  from	  his	  ‘Map	  of	  London’	  



Mid-‐eighteenth	  century	  Sessions	  House	  	  



Percentage	  of	  trials	  resul0ng	  in	  a	  ‘guilty’	  verdict.	  	  Nb.	  Between	  October	  1792	  and	  December	  1793	  trials	  
resul0ng	  in	  an	  acquiDal	  on	  all	  charges	  were	  excluded	  from	  the	  Proceedings.	  	  This	  exclusion	  has	  a	  marked	  and	  
misleading	  impact	  on	  the	  moving	  average	  between	  1777	  and	  1808;	  the	  apparently	  similar	  spike	  in	  
convic0ons	  in	  1706	  results	  from	  a	  whole	  issue	  of	  the	  Proceedings	  being	  given	  over	  to	  a	  single	  trial,	  which	  was	  
judged	  ‘guilty’.	  	  See	  17061206.	  
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Main	  Floor,	  1808	  





Rowlandson,	  
1808	  



c.	  1750	  
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Before	  1737	  


