
Seeing things Differently: Visualising Data on 
Crime and Punishment 

 
Richard Ward 

University of Sheffield 

BRITISH CRIME HISTORIANS SYMPOSIUM 4 

26 SEPTEMBER 2014 

 



Introduction: Representing Data as Text 



1. Diagnosing the data 

•  Where are the gaps? 

•  What is the quality of 
the information like? 

•  Can we see patterns 
in the data? 



Defendant Ages in the Old Bailey Proceedings 

“Statistics search” using the 
Old Bailey Online 

% of Defendants whose Ages are 
Recorded in the Proceedings, by 

Verdict and Decade, 1750-1879 
 



Data visualisation software: Tableau Public 



Places of residence and crime location in the Proceedings 

% of defendants 
whose place of 

residence is recorded 
in the Proceedings 



% of trials for which 
the crime location is 

recorded in the 
Proceedings 
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Age	  on	  Convic:on	  

Ages	  of	  Female	  Offenders	  on	  Convic:on,	  as	  Recorded	  in	  PCOM	  4	  Prison	  Registers,	  1853-‐1887	  

Number	   5	  yr	  moving	  average	  



Comparing offender age profiles 
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Age of Offender 

Age Distribution by Gender and Record Type 

OBP OBP FAS FAS PCOM 4 



Putting Punishment under the Macroscope 


